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Postal Patron

December
2014
Sunday School: 9:00 am—Worship 10:00 am

Pastoral Team
Bret Hammond: 948-5131
Steve Parcells: 273-0400
Danny Marrs: 948-5954
Jim Webb:
276-8856
Bob Webb:
948-5413

Come Home for

Office: 948-5131
Diana Acord: 948-5285

This year we invite you to step out of the busyness and hustle of the
season and join us for some wonderful times of worship together.
We’ll be singing the songs you love and declaring the message you
know by heart.

O come, let us adore Him!
Sunday morning worship services: 10:00 am
Nursery and Children’s Church provided
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion: 7:00 pm

Business Expo & Craft Show
December 6th from 9 am to 2 pm.
Over 30 vendors with a variety of products/crafts
Lunch will be served
All proceeds will go towards Spring Ladies’ Retreat
$10 to reserve a table
Featuring:
Mary Kay, Avon, Norwex, Scentsy, Tupperware, 31 Bags,
Stampin’ Up, Busy B’s (candles & crafts) Baskets,
Origami Owl, Stanley, 7 craft tables and more
For more information: Contact Diana Acord at
(217) 948-5131

Thank You
To everyone who helped mow

November Attendance
Date SS

Worship

Nancy and Bill Carreon’s yard

2

-

101

this summer. Your kindness is

9

-

109

16

-

104

23

37

117

greatly appreciated.
Jim Webb

The next Food Pantry will be December
20th at the Kansas United Methodist
Church . Breakfast will be served.

30

111

Ladies’ Fellowship
December 9th at 6:30 pm
Hostesses are Pam Harmon,
Nancy Carreon and Diana Acord.
Congratulations!

Please keep in mind that if
school is cancelled for
inclement weather, all
church events/activities will
be cancelled as well.

The church sent 125 boxes for
Operation Christmas Child
Building Loan Information
Amount Borrowed: $150,000
Paid to Date: $37,500
Amount Owed: $112,500

The church office will be
closed December 25th
and 26tth for Christmas
and January 1st and 2nd
for New Years

BRET’S DAILY GRIND
I have a certain fondness for old TV shows. I love the way they feel familiar, the way they told
great stories without huge budgets and special-effects, and I sort of love that I'm getting to the
age where they all feel new again because I can't remember how they ended.
Columbo has always been a favorite. Do you remember Peter Faulk's
shabby detective with his trademark cigar and raincoat? The character
was unforgettable, but what really made Columbo stand out was the
structure of the stories. Each episode began with the murder. As the
viewers, we knew exactly whodunit and how. The thrill of the show was
watching Columbo put the pieces together and solve the mystery for
himself. During the whole episode we would be wonder, “What clues will
he find that will give the murderer away?”
Columbo came to mind the other day as I was starting to think about
Christmas. I find myself being envious of the Old Testament prophets
and those who lived at the time of Christ's birth. To them, it was all about the mystery. Isaiah had
prophesied a virgin giving birth, Micah had told where it would happen, and Daniel had narrowed
down the time. They lived in a time when they had to piece the puzzle together to arrive at the
identity of this child. But what was mystery for them is history for us. Where is the joy of discovery
in a 2000-year-old story?
I couldn't help noticing something I hadn't seen before. You see, the Christmas story isn't just
about something that happened 2000 years ago. It's about my own story of discovery. Daniel's
timing reminds us that, at just the right time God's grace entered my life to change me, to redeem
me from my sin (Galatians 4:4-5). Micah's prophecy of his humble birth reminds me that no
matter how small or insignificant I feel, I have God's attention (Romans 8:31). And Isaiah's promise
of a miraculous birth lets me know that through his power I have been born again (John 3:3).
Oh, and one more thing, The story of the Advent, of God entering this world through the
incarnation of His Son, continues to be played out in the homes and hearts of all of those who call
on His name. And in every life, we continue to live out "this mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory (Colossians 1:27)."
That hope is the greatest mystery you will ever solve.

Bret

